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Course aims 

The course aims to introduce students to the scientific analysis of politics, providing the tools 

and knowledge necessary for a basic understanding of the functioning and transformation of 

contemporary political systems. Political science approaches, methods, and theories will be 

introduced, with extensive use of empirical evidence from scientific research to further explore 

the key concepts covered in the course. 

 

Course contents 

For the course content distribution, the weeks are counted from the first lesson on Thursday, 

October 16th, to the last lesson on Friday, December 19th:  

1. The discipline of political science  

2. Democratic regimes  

3. Non-democratic regimes  

4. Political participation and pluralism  

5. Political parties  

6. Party systems and political conflict  

7. Electoral systems and voting behaviour  

8. Public policy 

9. Research lab 

 

Exam 

Written, multiple-choice questions. A detailed description of the exam structure and evaluation 

criteria will be provided during the course. 
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Any further reference will be provided during the course. 
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