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Title: The historical novel between construction and reconstruction of history 

 

Course Objectives: 

This course explores the French-language historical novel, focusing on the characteristics of this 

hybrid literary genre and the issues facing the Francophone. We aim to provide students with skills 

related to the techniques used by authors to rewrite and represent history, as well as the main 

themes and theoretical questions characterizing the Francophone novel. 

 

Course Content: 

The course will be divided into two parts, a division based on the authors' relationship to the French 

language and their use of their sources, sometimes to reconstruct an era and bring a character and 

their entourage back to life, and sometimes to construct the history of their country by unearthing 

myths, traditions, or events obscured by official historiography, thus compensating for the silences 

in a history often written by colonizers. In the first part, we will examine the strategies of historical 

reconstruction in two novels set during the Renaissance, one in Italy and the other in Spain. The 

second part of the course will focus on the analysis of two works set in the French colonies in 

Africa. While highlighting the place of these two Francophone novels in a given period of literary 

and historiographical production, we will also examine their use of a “francographie” to translate 

allophone realities. We will question the aims of their respective authors and their reception in the 

political and sociological context at the time of their publication. 

 

Assessment Method 

Reading and analysis of novels during lessons; 

Presentations; 

Oral exam. 
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